
 

From the Principal’s Desk 

Calendar of Events 

       1-5     Spring Break 

     6 School Reopens  

  Grades K-5  

  Cohort A   

 8 School Reopens 

 Grades K-5 

  Cohort B  

 9 Spirit Day 

 14 Peacemaker 

 House Parties 

 16 3rd Marking Period 

 Ends / 3-Hour 

 Early Dismissal 

 29 Distribution of 

 Report Cards 

    

 

 5 Kindergarten 

 Conference Day 

  Schools Closed 

 for Kindergarten 

 Students Only 

 5 Coffee w/ 

 Counselor 

  9:15 AM-10:00 AM 

 7 Spirit Day 

 13 Schools Closed 

 for Students / PD 

      17-21 Book Fair 

 19 Peacemaker 

 House Parties 

 25 PTA Meeting 

 6:15 PM 

 31 School Closed / 

 Memorial Day 

  

April 2021 

 Rodgers Forge Chronicles 
RFES empowers all students to be lifelong learners who are committed to academic     

excellence and global citizenships. 

Dear Rodgers Forge Families, 

 

This week we welcomed back hybrid students in grades 3-5, to join those in K-2 that started in 

March. It has been such a joy to see students again in the building! Our teachers are committed to 

making sure ALL students feel connected to school, both when they are in-person and at home.  

 

On behalf of BCPS, we apologize for all of the technology glitches that happened throughout the 

week, especially Thursday and Friday.  Our teachers and students are so resilient when faced with 

connectivity challenges.  Thank you so much for your efforts at home and understanding how this is 

mostly out of our control, but we are doing our best to troubleshoot to keep all students engaged. 

Additionally, I would like to thank our Room Parents and PTA who have helped disseminate 

necessary information to our families.   

 
The third marking period ends on Friday, April 16th, with report cards being distributed on April 29th.  

Please assist your child in setting learning goals that will help them persevere to do their best through the end 

of the year. This includes completing and submitting any incomplete assignments and active participation during 

virtual instruction. Please note that April 16th is a half day of school for ALL students. Virtual and in-

person students will be dismissed three hours early.   

 

Unfortunately, we have been advised by the BCPS Coordinator of Health Services that individual 

picture taking is strongly discouraging.  Therefore, at this time the Picture Days scheduled for 

April 20th and 22nd have been cancelled.  We will work to determine an alternate way to capture 

individual student pictures for the yearbook.   

 

If you know anyone new to the Rodgers Forge neighborhood or you have a child old enough for 

kindergarten next year, the enrollment process can start on-line NOW!! Parents may choose the 

current school year or the next school year. Go to the BCPS website under Parent Portal 

registration https://baltimore.focusschoolsoftware.com/focus/auth/. Due to COVID restrictions 

we will not be having in-person Kindergarten Round-Up this year. If you have any questions you can 

call the front office to speak with Ms. Wilson or Ms. Daffron. Our hope is RFES staffing will 

reflect historic numbers prior to COVID. This applies to NEW students only, or students who were 

withdrawn and will be returning. Thank you in advance for sharing enrollment information with your 

Rodgers Forge community neighbors.  

 

 Continue to find out more exciting things happening at Rodgers Forge by liking us on Facebook or 

follow us on Twitter @RodgersForgeES or @missyfanshaw.  You can also watch our morning 

announcements on the RFES You Tube Channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3s_XCOo77oNdr6yRPx8Eew 

 

#RFESStrong 
Missy Fanshaw 
Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you RFES PTA for the Welcome Back Sign! 
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No dogs on school property 
 

Although we love FIDO, there are many students who are very scared of your 

family pet!  If you are walking your dog as you walk your student to school, please 

stop at the edge of the school property with your dog.  We have several students 

who get very anxious with the presence of dogs.  Additionally, we have had a few 

situations where dogs have become aggressive when in the presence of another 

dog.  We do not want students to be fearful of coming to school because of the 

dogs that are outside.  We appreciate your understanding with this matter!  

 

 

 

Masks are REQUIRED on school property 
 
When dropping off or picking up your student, please wear a mask!  Masks are 

required to be worn inside and outside on BCPS property.  We appreciate your help 

in keeping our school safe!! 
 



PAGE 3 
 RODGERS FORGE CHRONICLES 

VOLUME 1,  ISSUE 1  

 

 
 

         

 

 
Virtue of the Month 

The April virtue of the month is Flexibility.  Flexibility is defined as “being open to change. You 

consider others’ ideas and feelings and don’t insist on your own way. Flexibility gives you 

creative new ways to get things done. You get rid of bad habits and learn new ones. Flexibility 

helps you to keep changing for the better.” You are practicing flexibility when you: 

• Learn from your mistakes, 

• Are willing to change bad habits,  

• Try imaginative new ways to do things, 

• Are open to the ideas and feelings of others, 

• Can adjust when something unexpected happens, and 

• Go with the flow. Trust the unexpected. 

This can be a particularly difficult virtue for elementary students to practice as it requires 

perspective taking, empathy, confidence, and trust.  Many younger children (as well as older 

children and some adults) can get “stuck” in their emotions and opinions, and have a difficult 

time moving past situations. Cognitive flexibility takes practice and modeling! 

 

 

 

 

Guidance Lessons   

The theme for April Guidance lessons is “Coping Skills.”  The exception to this theme will be 5th 

grade who will focus on a career lesson in April so we can begin our transition to middle school 

lessons in May.   I will begin going into classrooms in April to teach lessons to the students, so 

there will not be any more video recorded lessons posted on Schoology this year.  I have 

included the letter for April lessons below.   
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**NEW** Special Education Resource Center Spring Webinars 

Free parent trainings are being offered through the BCPS Special Education Resource center.  Topics include 

wellness, behavior management at home, dyslexia, and building connections and social opportunities.  The 

flyer with more information can be accessed at the link below. 

https://dci.bcps.org/department/special_education/special_education_resource_center/work
shops. 

 

 
Family Resource Academy Spring 2021 Virtual Workshops 
Presented by the Baltimore County Family Navigator Program in partnership with professional 
child development specialists and veteran family members, the Family Resource Academy has 
designed a series of FREE VIRTUAL workshops for Baltimore County families! The Family 
Resource Academy may be just what you need for support, strength, and understanding that 
can enhance your ability to parent a child with intensive behavioral health needs and to 
understand and reduce the effects of Adverse Childhood Experiences. 
The workshops are FREE!  
To register click here or copy and paste in your browser the following 

link:       https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/THB9MMM 
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BALTIMORE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 Darryl L. Williams, Ed.D. ⬧ Superintendent ⬧ 6901 North Charles Street ⬧ Towson, MD ⬧ 21204 

 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
As part of our School Counseling Program, your child’s class will have the opportunity to 

engage in a counseling core curriculum lesson during the month of April. The theme for this 
month is Coping Skills. Students in primary grades will have lessons that focus on 
understanding and identifying feeling words, facial expressions corresponding to specific 
emotions, and coping strategies such as breathing techniques. The intermediate grades will 

continue focusing on specific coping strategies, coping with stress/anxiety, in addition to 
learning about social filters (thinking about what kind of statements are appropriate to think or 
say in social situations), (Topics vary depending upon specific grade levels. The one exception to 
the theme pertains to 5th grade; their April lesson focuses on Careers so that their May lesson 

may focus on Transition to Middle School).  
 
It is our hope that the core curriculum counseling lessons will help to promote the social 
emotional, academic, and career development of our students. We hope that you can help your 

child reflect on these lessons by discussing their content together. Please feel free to contact me 
with any questions about the program. I can be reached via phone at 410-887-3582 or via 
email at lludwig2@bcps.org.  
 

Additional resources to aid in the discussion of this counseling lesson at home include: 

• https://www.apa.org/topics/parenting/resilience-tip-tool 

• https://www.understood.org/en/friends-feelings/empowering-your-child/building-on-
strengths/building-resilience-in-kids 

• https://www.psycom.net/build-resilience-children  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Lisa Ludwig, NCC 
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Greetings from the Health Suite!  

 

We have had a wonderful re-entry to school for our K-2 hybrid students and look forward to 

seeing more children return in April! Remember if your child is returning to the building the 

COVID screening form needs to be sent in on their first week back and the first of every 

month. 

http://rodgersforgees.ss3.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_144947/File/Cohort_A_B_

Health_Screening_Form%20(1).pdf 

Teamwork is making our re-opening so successful. A huge thank you to parents for screening 

children for symptoms before school and keeping them home as necessary. Allergy season is 

upon us and it will be challenging to differentiate between true allergies and illness 

symptoms. This is the year to err on the side of caution and transition your child to virtual 

learning (for a day or two) if they are having a tough day related to seasonal allergies. 

Additionally, if your child has documented health concerns, please let me know to make sure 

their school record is current. This will help facilitate my assessment and interventions 

should they feel unwell at school. Continue to reach out if you have any questions or 

concerns.  

Stay well, 

Mrs. House 

 

**For incoming Kindergarten students and any NEW students to RFES, the following 

documentation is required for school: 

Physical form: 

file:///C:/Users/lhouse/Downloads/Physical_form.pdf 

Immunization Certificate: 

file:///C:/Users/lhouse/Downloads/Immunization-Certificate896.pdf 

New Student Health History: 

file:///C:/Users/lhouse/Downloads/New-Student-Health-History.pdf2016_1.pdf 

Dental form: 

file:///C:/Users/lhouse/Downloads/Dental-Health-Record.pdf 

Lead form: 

file:///C:/Users/lhouse/Downloads/Blood-Lead-Testing-Certificate.pdf 
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 We have been transitioning in PE with our hybrid learning model, I am very thankful 

for the students’ participation and flexibility during this new learning and teaching style. I 

continue to ask for parent support to encourage your child (ren) to move and get active 

when in P.E. class. I also ask for grade 2- 5 parents to please visit your child’s Physical 

Education Schoology page. Many students have several missing assignments. I have been 

sending messages to students and families but there are still quite a few students missing 

assignments.   

 Our P.E. class structure will change slightly to have about 20-minute synchronous 

portion where I am teaching live to the students in the gymnasium and on the Google Meets 

in grades K-5.  Then grades 2-5, have an asynchronous portion of class, this is where the 

students are working independently to engage in activities related to the synchronous 

learning. The asynchronous activities could include Must Dos assignments that are to be 

submitted and/or May Dos which are activities to keep the students active for the 

remainder of the period. Must Dos are expected to be completed and/or performed by the 

end of the week. I usually grade and update on the weekends in order to keep students up 

to date on their assignment submissions.   

Grade 1 and K students will have an optional April fitness calendar to use during  

Important reminder for students attending P.E. class while in the building. Please wear 

appropriate footwear on P.E. days in order to keep your child safe. Also, sending your child 

with a water bottle will be extremely important as the temperature rise and COVID 

restrictions on using the water fountains.  

 

Thanks for your support of the Kids Heart Challenge! Students celebrated with a variety of 

activities that help strengthen their heart and lungs! 

 DON’T FORGET!!! Please continue to submit the Coke Rewards Points from product like 

Dasani Water, POWERADE and other Coke products at https://us.coca-

cola.com/give/schools/. These points will allow our Physical Education Department to earn 

new equipment. Thanks for your support!   

 

Best,  

 Mrs. Celenza 

bcelenza@bcps.org 
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April Library Update! 

WELCOME BACK TO THE RODGERS FORGE LIBRARY! 

It’s an exciting time at Rodgers Forge Elementary School 

as we welcome back our 3-5 students in both Cohort A 

and B in the month of April! Students in the building 

will have the ability to check out books from the library. 

With our hybrid learning model, students, both virtual 

and live, will receive library instruction concurrently, 

and will take part in lessons together! 

 
The “RFES Virtual Library” is a collection in my home classroom of over 130 

books that I brought home from RFES back in November. You’ll be enjoying 

many of them in the coming weeks in my video bedtime stories on our RFES 

Youtube Channel, and in our Class Library Google Meets! 
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April Library Spotlight– Grade by Grade! 

 

Our library units have all been featuring a wide 

variety of great stories. 5th Graders have been 

creating personal responses to picture book 

illustrations. 4th Graders have been creating 

their own wordless books – utilizing the power 

of illustration detail to tell a story. 3rd and 2nd 

grade students are voting for the Black-Eyed 

Susan picture book of the year, and evaluating 

the books based upon criteria. 1st Graders are 

learning the elements of fairytales, and 

Kindergarteners are mastering the finer points 

of taking care of library books! 
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RFES Youtube Bedtime Stories  

 
In case you’ve missed it, I have been reading a story from my virtual RFES library 

every night (and sometimes I take the show on the road around my house and 

community 😊 ) It’s a way to continue the story time tradition in the RFES library. 

And while it’s not listening while sitting on the story rug, it gives them an 

opportunity to hear a great story. Type “Rodgers Forge Channel” in the Youtube 

search box, then click on the Videos portion to see all the video content – 

including the RFES Bedtime Story! 

EBOOKS!!! READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 
What are ebooks? They are books you can read and check out on your computer 

right from BCPSOne!!! They have features like an on-screen reader, electronic 

bookmarks, and even the ability to take notes. Thanks to the generosity of the 

Follett Corporation, we have been gifted $935 for an ebook online order! Here 

are 2 videos to help you get started with how to check out and enjoy the features 

of ebooks! 

Here is a direct link to the Library site! 

https://baltimore.follettdestiny.com/common/welcome.jsp?context=saas007_19

93744 

Here is a video showing you how to navigate from clicking the above link to get to 

Ebooks and how to use the features! 

     

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZ1RU2SFNBE&t=30s 
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Joining the RFES Virtual Library Google Meet Fun! – 

 

The Schoology portal is a great way for students to connect with me (and allow 

me to see your student’s smiling face and hear about their adventures). The 

Schoology Library Page for your student contains a link to information about our 

virtual class meeting, AND asynchronous work assignments for the week. Each 

week, students receive instruction in Library Media skills and objectives, and get 

an opportunity to participate both by using the chat function, and by use of the 

microphone. Each week, 

 STUDENTS WHO ARE LEARNING VIRTUALLY IN GRADES 2-5 AS WE HEAD INTO 

APRIL still take part in a 50 minute Library Media lesson on Google Meet. THE 

CLASS CODE FOR THE MEET IS rfeslibrary. The first 30 minutes are synchronous – 

which means that instruction is live! The next 20 minutes are asynchronous. For 

this time, students will work independently.  

 

STUDENTS IN GRADES K-1 WHO ARE STILL LEARNING VIRTUALLY take part in a 

30 minute Library Media lesson on Google Meet. THE CLASS CODE FOR THE MEET 

IS rfeslibrary The entire lesson is synchronous – which means that instruction is 

live!!!  
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 How To Access The Library Lesson Folder                        

(2nd – 5th Grade ONLY) – 

 
Confused as to how to get to all of these great resources? Here’s a quick primer 

on how to get there: 

1. Go to Schoology! 

 

2. Click on the folder for Library: 

 

 

 

3. You will see a welcome message with my email address, in case you need to 

contact me, plus 2 folders.  

 

The first is for communication. In it, you will find class times, and contact 

information – You can email me and I will be there to respond and answer any 

questions you may have.  
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 The second folder contains all of the asynchronous materials for Library 

Media lessons for the week. These materials are utilized during 

asynchronous times and can be used to review in case a student misses a 

part of the lesson. Let’s take a look inside the folder below! 

 

 

 

 

There are 2 lesson folders – 1 for previous week lessons, in case your 

student wants to take a look back at what they’ve learned, and an orange 

one that contains the materials for this week’s lessons! 

 

“This Week” folder contains the 5 parts of the lesson 

- The “I Can” Statement contains the focus for the lesson. 

- The “Think About It” section has a discussion question to answer. 

- The “Learn About It” section reviews the lesson. 

- The “Try It” section contains a paper and pencil activity to practice the 

skill. 

- The “Show What You Know” section is the assessment for the lesson. 
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ASSIGNMENT OF THE WEEK –  

I often utilize the program Wixie to assess students weekly. Wixie 

can be accessed at bcps.Wixie.com, then clicking the student’s 

username!  

 

 

 

 

Staying Connected 

I love seeing all my students – in person and virtually. I look forward to staying 

connected with you from the Rodgers Forge and Virtual RFES Library! If you have 

any questions, or are having any difficulties with accessing anything, please don’t 

hesitate to reach out to me by a message in Schoology or an email to 

pholden@bcps.org . I really hope that you are getting a chance to enjoy some 

adventures with your student, and I look forward to hearing all about them My 

dog (and office co-worker) Oliver will as well! Take care and be well! 
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                              News   

 

  

 

 

The Excitement Never Ends Here in the Virtual-Hybrid Art Class! 
 

April brings both a new learning platform as well as NEW ART LESSONS! 
 

 

Students in grades 3, 4, and 5 will be finishing their woven artworks during the first 

week back to school.  Joan Miro will be the feature artist for grades K,1, and 2 as the 

explore and create whimsical drawings using ORGANIC SHAPES. 

 

After the first week back during the week of the 12th-16th, all students will be exploring 

art media of water-based markers such as Crayola markers OR Oil Pastel blending on 

black paper as they create their bubble compositions.  The concepts of Space 

(foreground, middle-ground, background) as well as the Art Principle of Harmony will 

be discussed in the upper grades.  
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During the week of the 19th-23rd, the students will be exploring the works of Katherine 

Barnhardt in recognition of Women’s’ History Month.  

 

 

 

 

During the last week from the 26th-29th of April. Students will 

be introduced to the American artist, Clementine Hunter as inspiration for their own 

art with a spring theme.  

 
 

 

Ms. Kotapish 

 kkotapish@bcps.org 

 

 

 


